CITY OF NEVADA CITY

STAFF MEMORANDUM

TO: Honorable City Council
FROM: Cindy Siegfried, City Planne@
DATE: July 20, 2011

SUBJECT: Public Correspondence Regarding the appeal of the Planning
Commission Approval of the Mountain Stream Meditation Center Use
Permit

RECOMMENDATION: Informational only.

Discussion: The staff report regarding this appeal was distributed to City Council
members, the applicants and the appellants on July 11, 2011. Any letters and
information received after that date are included in this packet for your review and
information. Copies of these are also being provided to the appellants and the
applicants.
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July 11, 2011

City Council

City of Nevada City

317 Broad Street

Nevada City, California 95959

RE: CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR 710 ZION STREET
Mountain Stream Meditation Center

Dear Council Members:
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12844 Daisy Blue Mine Road
Post Office Box 1226

Nevada City, CA 95959

(530) 265-8032 / Fax 265-8391
www jeffgoldassociates.com

I am writing in support of the use permit application submitted by Mountain Stream
Meditation Center that is being reviewed this month by the Council as an appeal
process. Itis my view as a professional planner and architect who has practiced in
the community over the last thirty years that the proposed use for the property is-
compatible with the residential neighborhood and the mixed uses and zoning that
occur in the Seven Hills District. ‘Places of worship’ have been integrated into the
fabric of the Nevada City residential and retail neighborhoods from the earliest
settlement patterns, and there continue to be harmonious and respectful
relationships between churches and their residential neighbors in our town. 1
believe Mountain Stream Meditation Center will have such a relationship with their
neighbors. [ have known the leadership group and board members of the
Meditation Center for a number of years, and they are responsible and respective
members of our community. They will be committed to maintaining their property
in excellent condition and they will be sensitive to those living around them.

I believe the proposed use for this property reflects many of the essential principles
and values underlying our General Plan. In our small town setting, we have the
benefit of mixed and adjacent land uses thoughtfully woven together. In19951
participated in preparing a CDBG planning study for Nevada City that looked at
specific strategies for enhancing the Seven Hills District. One of the goals identified
in this plan was “...to encourage and facilitate higher levels of continuous
cooperation between the City, area residents, and the activities of commerce,
education and community practices...”. The proposed project by the Mountain
Stream Center represents some of the best efforts to enliven and enrich our

community. [urge your support of this application.

Respectfully,

Jeff Gol
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To: Cindy Siegfried, Nevada City City Planner
From: Eileen Jorgensen, The Magic Carpet

Re: Mountain Stream Meditation Center

As a long time business owner in the downtown, I am writing to support Mountain Stream Meditation
Center receiving the Use Permit to begin operating a center on Zion Street in Nevada City. I have known many
of the people who are involved in this project, and I believe they will be bringing a model Center to our area.

The site of their Center is an ideal transitional space between the residential district and the commercial
operations on Zion Street. This Center will a part of some of the innovative commercial establishments that are
bringing new life to our town: The Kitchen as well as the Auyvedic College are great assets as they are
attracting bright, intelligent newcomers to experience Nevada City. Ihave had the pleasure of meeting many of
these people at my shop and I believe that we should open our doors to these businesses as they are bringing
much-needed investments to our town. I believe that Mountain Stream will be a community treasure in years to
come.

- I congratulate The Planning staff for developing a Use Permit with restrictions that will assure a quiet
site for the Reward St. residents. To the residents that are appealing this project, I offer this.... consider the
attributes that a mediation community will bring to your neighborhood. You can be assured that as these
Buddhist strive for inner peace and community; they will bring great harmony and beauty to your
neighborhood.

As a Steering Member of the Greater Cement Hill Neighborhood Association, I have a feel for the fear
that an unknown project could bring forth. I encourage the neighbors of this project to develop a relationship
with the community members of Mountain Stream Center now, so that any future concerns can be dealt with
quickly and respectfully.
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VERBAL STATEMENT
DATE: July 11, 2011
TO: CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
FROM: PETER AND DONNA SELAYA
638 Zion Street
Nevada City CA 95959

On this date, Peter Selaya called me to state that he and Donna Selaya wished the
following statement be noted for the record:

“We have no objection to the use permit for the Mountain Stream Meditation

Center to operater a meditation center at 710 Zion Street. We feel they have been
cooperative with the area residents and wanting to solve any problems.”

Cindy Siegfried, City Planner
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Friday July 8th 2011 JUL 15 201
City of Nevada Lity

Honorable Members of City Council

c/o Cindy Siegfried

To whom it may concern

| have been building in Nevada County as a General Contractor for more than 33
years my office is at 123 Nevada Street Nevada City CA 95959, When | found out
that Mountain Stream Meditation Center had purchased 710 Zion St. Nevada City,
CA - | thought that was an excellent choice for their location - it is off the road,
parking is very adequate and the fully fenced frontage with its acreage. R1 Zoning
in this neighborhood is also a great use of this property.

| have personally known quite a few of the members of Mountain Stream and
know that the landscaping etc. will be done professionally as they are very
conscious and respected individuals and their plans with be an asset to this area.

| also own a commercial building downtown in a residential/commercial area in
the center of Nevada City with no impact to the residents also | have five rentals
on my property with traffic coming in and out. Improvements in any
residential/commercial area is always an asset for the home owner's equity - not
to mention the Green Home features that they are using in their plans. Something
that Nevada County will definitely be leading in its future building plans.

I cannot see a good reason why the council would not vote in favor of Mt Stream
Mediation. If you need any further assistant pertaining to this issue please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Yours Truly,

~ A
(N
Chuck Slavonic

CHUCK SLAVONIC CONSTRUCTION INC.



NI I
AR R

LA bl T R

Petition in Support of Mountam Stream’s Zion Street Center, FiL 0 20

We the undersigned support Mountain Stream in the1r use permit application for 710 Zion Streémgm@e\:a%%ﬁ’fés
a meditation center. We reside in Nevada County, regularly vote and are active concerned citizens. We feel
this is an excellent use of this promhance the immediate neighborhood and the Nevada City
community, offering a religious and spiritual refuge. We appeal to the City Council to uphold the fair decision

of the Planning Commission to grant Mountain Stream their use permit. Thank you.
I
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Thursday, July 7, 2011
Honorable Members of Nevada City Council,
c/o Cindy Siegfried

My name is Rick Dejesus, I am a business owner in Nevada City, Coldwell Banker Grass
Roots Realty on Union Street. I am writing a letter of support for Mt. Stream Meditation
Center at the 710 Zion Street location. I understand that the Nevada City Planning
Commission approved the use permit application after 2 open public hearings for Mt
Stream. Recently a group of neighbors have filed an appeal.

The use permit is designed to insure that any impacts to the neighborhood are minimal. I
believe enough study has been done and that Mt. Stream should be able to go forward in
their plan to open a center that is of benefit to our entire community.

This is a perfect location as it is easily accessible for gathering as well as a transitional use
between commercial and residential. In addition, a meditation center is inherently low
impact by definition.

In today's world it is important to care and nurture ourselves and I believe in the practice of
meditation for doing just that.

Sincerely,
Rictarnd Dejesus

Richard Dejesus

Owner, General Manager, Coldwell Banker Grass Roots Realty
855 Sutton Way

Grass Valley, CA 95945

(530) 273-7293 ext. 1247, Direct Line (530) 273-8060
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July 6, 2011
Nevada City, City Council

RE: Mountoin Streanmv Meditotion Center
Appead Heawing - July 27, 2011

Dear Council Members,

I amv writing in support of the applicant, Mountain Stream
Meditation Center, in retaining their approved use permit for
the property located at 710 ZiowSt., Nevada City.

I have attended both planning conunission meetings and have
heawd the objections of o handful of the residenty of the
neighborhood adjacent to-the proposed meditationw center.

I support the meditation center locating onthis corner of Ziow
and Reward Street. The use conformy to-the city’s General Plavy
the applicanty have agreed to-every conditiow of issuwance of
the wse permit and have, in my opinion, gone to-great lengthy
to- mediate the concerny of the adjacent neighborhood.

The fact cannot be ignored that Ziow Street has becowe
predominantly conunercial inthat pauticulow few blocks:
Schools, chuwrches; office; professional and retail services have
clustered. A meditation center at the corner of Ziow and
Reward will serve ay v gentle buffer between the residential
neighborhood and the conunercial. The property at 710 Ziow i
perfectly suited to-this use, especially as it seems no-longer
desivable as an elegant single fomily residence. This property
has gone through it's ups and downy in the years that I have
been acquainted withy it. 25 yeary ago; Booty Rusk had it listed



for sale. It way develict, it was trashed. The pool was a public
health danger. It appeared that it had been abused asy v
vesidence by ahoawd of develicty. Apparently whewthe property
finally sold to-the past owners, Mrs. Flowers .She undevtook o
revitaligation of the house, groundy and pool. But time and
ability caused her to-let the property begin to-decline again.
After over a yeaw onthe mavket, Mouwntain Streauwn pur

the property and in doing so; identified themselves and their

I know that owr commumnity, in general; hay apenchant for the
“not in my backyawrd” attitude. Ity a shame;, because, v
wholesale concern only for self intervest, gives no-support to-the
greater good of the conununity asy v whole. A beauntiful corner
property, well maintained and wsed for and by quiet, reflective;
meditative individuals, s an asset to-the communily as o
whole. It will be a beautiful anchor for the transition from
commercial front footage to-residential quietude. It just
simply makes good planning sense.

Please find in fovor of the applicanty retentiow of the already
approved use permit to-open and make available to-the whole
conmmumnity, the Mountain Streaun Meditatiow Center.

Respectfully submitted,

g o Tofonelli
County resident, business owner
and 7 Hills Commercial District
property owner.
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Members of the City Council, Qity of Nevada City

I have been a real estate broker in Nevada City for 30 years. ’'m proud of our town, which makes it
easy convincing others they would enjoy living in this community too.

Among the qualities that attract people to this area, in addition to the beauty of the land,

is the multi-diversity of the community and the local culture?

An important element of the community is the rich spiritual current established here for many years.
Many people move here from the Bay Area- Berkeley, SF, Marin, and The Peninsula.

One of their expectations is to find this cultural and spirtual diversity.

I am writing in support of Mountain Stream Meditation Center in its effort to obtain a
use permit so it can open its doors and offer this community its valuable teachings. 1
understand after being granted by the Planning Commission, an appeal was registered by
a few neighbors to halt the opening of this center.

This type of NIMBY thinking ignores the great benefits, not only to the community but also to their
own neighborhood. Many people moving here from the Bay Area, where

they’ve frequented their various local centers (like Spirit Rock, and the smaller centers in

those cities), consider this as an important part of a community to live in. The idea of having a
beautiful center right down the street would be very

appealing, and, if anything, would add to the value of the homes.

Please, don’t get caught in the irrational thinking here.

Let’s protect the values of the community, which are worth protecting.
Grant Mountain Stream Meditation Center its permit, so we can begin meditating!

Sincerely,

P

www.NevadaCityRealEstate.com
Direct: 530-273-8097 Cell: 530-277-9151 Email: j-daly@sbeglobal.net

855 Sutton Way, Grass Valley, CA95945 | Each office is independently owned and operaled. =2
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'The O1d Brewery - 107 Sacramento St. Nevada City, CA 95959 City of Nevada Gity

Mailing Address: POB 1001, Nevada City, CA 95959. www.Stonehousel857.com

Honorable Members of City of Nevada City Council

My name is Nikko Wu, I am a business owner in Nevada City, Stonehouse Brewery at
107 Sacramento St. I am writing a letter of support for Mt. Stream Meditation Center at
the 710 Zion Street location. I understand that the Nevada City Planning Commission
approved the use permit application

after 2 open public hearings for Mt Stream. Now, a group of neighbors have filed and
appeal as traffic and a prominent residence is being changed.

The use permit is designed to insure that any impacts to the neighborhood are minimal. 1
believe enough study has been done and that Mt. Stream should be able to go forward in
their plan to open a center that is of benefit for the spiritual practice of mindfulness.

This is a perfect location as it is easily accessible for gathering as well as a transitional
use between commercial and residential. :

In this world of business, it is important to care and nurture ourselves and 1 believe in the
practice of meditation for doing just that. Iam

a registered nurse as well as a business woman.

Respectfully,

N Ble ST
Nikko Wu
107 Sacramento St.

Nevada City, CA 95959



