

EMERGENCY PROCLAMATION 

A PROCLAMATION BY THE DIRECTOR OF DEFENSE AND DISASTER OF THE CITY OF NEVADA CITY, AUTHORIZING THE CREATION OF AN ADMINISTRATIVE PROGRAM IN RESPONSE TO COVID-19 TO TEMPORARILY RELAX OUTDOOR DINING REGULATIONS, SIGNAGE REGULATIONS, AND ON-SITE PARKING REQUIREMENTS, AND TO WAIVE RELATED FEES

WHEREAS, on January 30, 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared the outbreak a “public health emergency of international concern” and on March 11, 2020, the WHO has elevated the public health emergency to the status of a pandemic.  On January 31, 2020, United States Health and Human Services Secretary Alex M. Azar II declared a public health emergency for the United States to aid the nation’s healthcare community in responding to COVID-19. On February 26, 2020 the County of Orange declared a local emergency and a local health emergency. On March 4, 2020, California Governor Gavin Newsom declared a State of Emergency in California; and

WHEREAS, in declaring a State of Emergency, the Governor indicated that, as of March 4, 2020, there were 129 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the United States, including 53 in California, and more than 9,400 Californians across 49 counties in home monitoring based on possible travel-based exposure to the virus, with officials expecting the number of cases in California, the United States, and worldwide to increase; and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States issued a proclamation declaring the COVID-19 outbreak in the United States as a national emergency, beginning March 1, 2020; and

WHEREAS, conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property have arisen due to the potential introduction of COVID-19 to Placentia and Orange County; and 

WHEREAS, as of May 18, 2020, there were 81,795 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the State of California; and

WHEREAS, as of May 18, 2020, there have been 41 reported current COVID-19 cases in Nevada County; and
 
WHEREAS, as of May 18, 2020, 1 person in Nevada County has died from COVID-19, and 

WHEREAS, the Governor has declared that California is now in “Stage 2” of reopening the economy, where retail (curbside and delivery only) and essential businesses can open with modifications, and

WHEREAS, Nevada County has received the Governor’s approval to move into the second phase of “Stage 2” which allows for city restaurants to permit dine-in customers and for certain retail establishments to allow for in-store shopping, with restrictions, and
WHEREAS, many local restaurants have been hard hit by the economic downturn; and

WHEREAS, tables which are outside and set at a distance from other tables are safer than tables which are indoors and closely packed; and 

WHEREAS, during the pandemic there is a reduced need for on-site parking, and such parking spaces can safely be used to help accommodate outdoor seating; and

WHEREAS, businesses need additional signage in order to communicate operations for dine-in and in-store customers and procedures for curbside pick-up; and

WHEREAS, it is prudent for the city to establish regulations, so that restaurants and retail establishments can operate in a reasonable and safe manner; and
 
WHEREAS, on June 1, 2020, the City Council voted __ to __ to proclaim that it supports this action of the City Manager, acting as the City’s Director of Defense and Disaster, to assist restaurants in meeting social distancing requirements of “Phase 2” of the Governor’s roadmap. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED by the City Manager, acting as Director of the Defense and Disaster, that the City of Nevada City’s City Manager prepare and administer a program to assist local restaurants to operate within the second stage of the state’s “Phase 2” operation.  The program shall be operative through 11:59 p.m. on November 19, 2020 unless extended or prematurely terminated and shall generally conform to the following:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk40801557]Outdoor Dining.  For the purpose of allowing restaurants to request an increase in the allowable public and private space available for outdoor dining: relax outdoor dining regulations, development standards and conditions of approval, and to establish regulations which allow outdoor consumption of alcohol at restaurants where indoor consumption of alcohol was already allowed; and
2. Waive Fees.  Waive fees relating to the following until 11:59 p.m. on November 19, 2020:
a. Use of public space for outdoor dining; and
b. Applications for a relaxation of outdoor dining regulations. 
3. Parking.  Allow a reduction in mandatory on-site parking on private property for increased outdoor dining space with a property owner’s permission; and
4. Signage. During the pendency of the local emergency or until repealed sooner, each restaurant and retail establishment shall be permitted one temporary sign not to exceed 12 square feet, and in such a manner that signage does not impede accessible pedestrian access along the sidewalk or into the business. 
5. Administration. Establish a means to process these adjustments administratively.  This includes making temporary administrative adjustments (i.e., reduction of enforcement on existing conditions of approval) to previously approved Conditional Use Permits and other entitlement mechanisms.

[bookmark: _GoBack]PROCLAIMED this 1st day of June 2020.

_____________________________	
Catrina Olson, City Manager
and Director of Defense and Disaster

_______________________________
Crystal V. Hodgson, City Attorney
	
ATTEST:	

________________________________    	
Gabrielle Christakes, Deputy City Clerk	
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