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TITLE:  Old Airport Master Plan Priority List

[bookmark: _GoBack]RECOMMENDATION: Provide staff direction.

CONTACT: 	Amy Wolfson, City Planner
Dawn Zydonis, Parks & Recreation Manager

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION:   
At the February 13, 2019 City Council meeting the Council directed staff to prepare a list of amenities/improvements that should be included on a draft Master Plan for the Old Airport Property and those that should be excluded. Staff was directed to base the list off of information received at previous meetings and workshops and input received from the survey.  The focus of the priority list was for amenities and improvements that could be represented on a draft Master Plan map. 

City staff have prepared five lists in the attached document, outlining amenities and improvements based on the following categories: 

· Desirable Amenities and Improvements:  This list provides items that staff have determined should be included in the development of the property based on all of the information received.  They are not in a priority order and all are considered improvements for which there has been general consensus for inclusion within a Master Plan document.  These are items that can be represented on a draft Master Plan map of the property.  A separate list is provided for “Non-Development” items (i.e. rules and restrictions) that will not appear on a map, but should be considered as part of a Master Plan document.  Below are additional considerations for some of the amenities included on this list:  
· Solar infrastructure needs further study/discussion/information prior to developing a conceptual design, including locational requirements, ground-mounted versus raised facilities, dual uses, etc.
· Further discussion with the Public Works Superintendent have revealed that a 1-acre site as previously discussed, will be inadequate for Public Works needs. Therefore the area for Public Works use has been increased to 3-5 acres. This is the main location for Public Works to transfer material.  The only other location that is currently used is the Clark St. Landing, which the City intends to develop as a parking lot, leaving the Old Airport property as the only future location for this material.  
· Although there appears to be a strong desire by the community to provide a space for the Nisenan people, the type of space has never been clearly defined.
· Utility hook ups (i.e. water, power, sewer), may need to be added or considered as a map is created.  
· Gathering space was referred to in relation to the Nisenan, stargazing and other passive recreational uses.  While there appears to be consensus that this not be a building, the space has not been clearly defined. Staff has similar concerns as presented with picnic tables and bathrooms (see the “Discussion Needed” list).  A better definition of what a gathering space is, what it looks like, how it is used and the amount of space required to accommodate it, will better determine how it should be represented on a Master Plan document.

· Development Improvements to Exclude:  Throughout discussions, there has been consensus regarding many amenities that Council and the community did not want to see included in a Master Plan document. This attached list is intended to reflect those items. 

· Development/Improvements – Discussion Needed:
· Picnic table and bathroom facilities were discussed both positively and negatively.  On one hand, these amenities have the potential to encourage the public to loiter/hang out/recreate for longer periods. However, the remoteness of the property from other such public facilities may warrant their inclusion. If included, their management and the utility requirements should be considered in their placement and design.   City staff regularly have issues managing these types of public amenities, particularly with managing public bathrooms.  
· Multi-use field (approximately 1 acre) seemed to be more favorable than a formal athletic field, which is on the “Excluded” list.  48% of survey respondents chose “no athletic fields” and 30% chose “multi-use field”.  More discussion about the amount of space and how the City anticipates this space to be used and managed would help define this element of the Master Plan and determine how it should be represented on a Master Plan document. 

· Miscellaneous Suggested Items:  These items came up at more than one meeting and/or on the survey.  Although these items did not receive enough discussion for staff to feel there was general consensus for their inclusion on the “Desirable Amenities and Improvements” list, nor was their clear opposition to these items. Staff will need further direction on whether or not any of these items should be included. 

· Non-Development Master Plan Elements:  These items were of high importance, but are not things that can be placed on a map.  These items should be considered as any development items are placed on a map (i.e. rules and regulations, use restrictions, etc.).

The priority lists are intended to focus on the development of a draft Master Plan for the Old Airport Property and staff will proceed with next steps as directed by City Council.  Staff will also be coming back to the City Council with information and a possible draft Request for Proposals (RFP) for a Landscape Architect or other professional who can begin the process of developing a draft Master Plan map for the Old Airport Property.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS: Information gathering for a future project is exempt from environmental review pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Adoption of a Master Plan will require full environmental review based on the proposed amenities and special studies that consider the environmental impacts of those amenities and improvements. 

FISCAL IMPACT: None

ATTACHMENTS:
· Priority Lists for the development of a Master Plan for the Old Airport


