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TITLE:  Old Airport Master Plan Update

RECOMMENDATION:  Direct staff on next steps.

CONTACT: 	Amy Wolfson, City Planner
Dawn Zydonis, Parks & Recreation Manager

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION:   
City staff have been making efforts to complete preliminary studies for the Old Airport Property or receive quotes for those studies.  The studies that staff feel should be completed to inform the process are as follows:

Wildlife Biological Survey:  Staff attempted to contact UC Davis to find out the potential of having a student partner who may be interested in carrying out a project like this as part of their learning curriculum.  To date, we have not received a response.  We have also contacted Sierra Streams Institute to find out if they might know of a student who would be interested.

Traffic Study:  A thorough and complete traffic study cannot be completed until we know what uses we would like to have at the property and the amount of traffic that we expect with that use.  What we know at this time is the easement off of Cement Hill Rd. is wide enough to construct entry onto the property and could be wide enough to accommodate 2-way traffic.  The City Engineer is able to provide basic information regarding trip generation estimates for the various uses but implementation of various components of a Master Plan may require a more comprehensive study. 

Archeological Survey:  We reached out to the North Central Information Center (NCIC).  NCIC has provided us with a Records Search Results.  They determined that the property has the potential to contain sensitive cultural resources. Compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) will therefore likely require that a cultural resource survey be completed in advance of any development.  NCIC further recommends that the Native American Heritage Commission be contacted to determine potentially sensitive tribal cultural resources.  A copy of their letter is attached.

Geotechnical/Soils Study:  Staff have reached out to H&K to ask for a quote for this study.

The City of Grass Valley has tentatively chosen a consultant for the Brownfields Assessment Grant in which Nevada City is a coalition partner.  The City’s Old Airport property will be assessed as part of that grant program.  The assessment results may inform as to appropriate land uses to restrict public access. No date is set at this time for the assessment to be completed on this property.

Solar Study: 
Audit: Because a solar farm was one of the items that was well liked at the first public workshop, city staff feel it would be beneficial to do an audit of the City’s existing solar panels at City Hall, the swimming pool and the Maintenance Yard.  This could be helpful in letting us know the benefits that the City is currently receiving from solar energy.   

Solar Access Study: Staff has reached out to the “Nevada City 100% Renewable Energy” committee requesting advice on the type and potential cost for preparing a study to determine the location and size of a potential solar farm. Committee representative, Don Rivenes responded with some information from a privately funded study that estimates a requirement for roughly 32-acres to serve approximately 1,000 residential units, with some variation depending on the type of solar plant installed. The City will need to develop a project scope for a potential solar farm that defines what types (municipal services, residential uses, businesses), and how many facilities the city wants it to serve in order to develop a more comprehensive study.  

City staff have also gone through any information on file at City Hall regarding the Old Airport Property.  There were many requests over the years requesting to rent, lease or be allowed access to the property for various reasons, some were temporary, and many were either not approved or never happened.  The following items are historically noteworthy from that files search.

1934/35:	City received the Airport Property
1955:		Construction of hangars, runway improvements & lights
1961:		Hangar was destroyed by fire
1965:	California Aeronautics Division revoked the permit of the Nevada City Airport
1981:	City rezoned the property from (R1) Single Family Residential to (AF) Agriculture Forestry
1982:	Pacific Telephone requests to rent property for a radio transmission facility site, which is still in place today
1980-1992:	City researches and contacts all possible heirs to the Old Airport Property
1989:	City & a neighbor create a road easement & public utilities easement (PUE), 20 feet wide for installation, operation and repair of underground PGE and telephone service and any other public purpose
1992:	City receives Quiet Title to the Airport Property  

City staff believes the next step in this process, after completing preliminary surveys should be another public workshop to further define the priorities that came out of the first workshop.  For example:  11 people chose “Like Golden Gate Park” as one of their priorities.  Were those people envisioning something like Golden Gate National Park with museum/historical like exhibits & monuments,  birdwatching and areas to hike, bike and horseback ride or were they envisioning the 1,017 acre Golden Gate Park located in San Francisco which has space for concerts, 10k runs, weddings, soccer fields, disc golf course, museums and much more?

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS: To be determined.

FISCAL IMPACT: The NCIC Records Research Results cost $150.00.  The cost of other studies will be determined when we receive quotes.

ATTACHMENTS:  
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