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1. Project Description 
The area included in this report is the Cashin’S Field Property located along the north side of Ridge Road 
between Searls Avenue and Zion Street.  (See Figure 1). 

The site is composed of primarily undeveloped land.  There are existing concrete sidewalks at the property 
lines along Searls Avenue, Ridge Road and Zion Street.  The sidewalk along Zion Street is supported by a 
sloping rock-faced retaining wall.   Inconsistent fencing runs the length of the north property line.  Access to 
the site is a driveway entrance with a rock-faced retaining wall at Ridge road near to the intersection of Zion 
Street and Ridge Road. The land is comprised of a large open area in the central to west side.  There are many 
coniferous trees (350-360) and a variety of deciduous trees (20-30) ranging in sizes from 6 to 60” in diameter.  
The highest elevation of the property is at the West corner near the Zion Street and Ridge Road intersection.  
Contours shed from there toward the North Eastern side of the property and then follows the North property 
line easterly toward Searls Avenue.  The average slope is around five percent downward.  There is one 18” 
concrete pipe culvert at the south-easterly corner of the property crossing under Searls Avenue into the 
California Transportation (CalTrans) right of way. 

2. Existing Conditions 
2.1 Existing Land Uses 
The land is currently undeveloped.  Only foot traffic occurs through the site via sidewalks lining Searls 
Avenue, Ridge Road and Zion Street.   

2.2 Existing Site Drainage 
The Site Drainage is almost entirely by sheet flow from the highest elevation near the corner of Ridge Road 
and Zion Street to the lowest elevation along Searls Avenue.  Along the Ridge Road property line a steep slope 
intersects the existing sidewalk shedding water onto the road.  From there it flows east to the CalTrans right-
of-way. Besides the sidewalk at the corner of Ridge Road and Zion Street, the remaining flow is directed North 
Easterly.  Once flow reaches the North property line, a natural occurring flow line follows the fencing Easterly.  
The lowest elevation of the property occurs on the east property line adjacent to Searls Avenue.  There, a 
natural flow line exists toward the South-Eastern corner where an 18” concrete pipe culvert crosses under 
Searls Avenue in the CalTrans right-of-way.  From there a steep hillside daylights flow into a concrete lined 
ditch which it then flows into a larger 36” concrete culvert under highway 20/49 toward Deer Creek.    

2.3 Existing Hydraulics 
There are no existing hydraulics besides the one 18” concrete pipe culvert at the low elevation point of the 
property. Since no net flow will be added to the site, no calculations are necessary on this culvert. 



2.4 Existing Soils Data 

2.5 Groundwater 
Geotechnical investigation revealed no groundwater seepage into test trenches.  Groundwater was not 
encountered. 

3. Proposed Conditions 
3.1 Proposed Land Uses 
The land is to be used for the purpose of Affordable Housing.  This will include a community building, four 
building groupings and a central recreation area.  Concrete sidewalks will connect the buildings and 
recreational areas.  Parking will be provided on asphalt pavement and/or concrete.  Due to the sloping nature of 
the site, grading will be required for the development.   

3.2 Proposed Site Drainage 
Drainage of the proposed site will result in no net additional outflow.  Pre-treatment and infiltration will be 
provided prior to discharge at the existing 18” concrete pipe culvert.  Improvement to the existing sheet flow 
will be provided by splitting the developed area of drainage into two zones.   

The first zone will move storm water from the community building and the first group of buildings adjacent to 
Ridge Road along the south-easterly ridge line.  Inlets will be provided at all low points transferring water to 
an underground pipeline.  The pipeline will daylight east of the development into a rock-lined ditch.  
Infiltration will occur along the ditch until it reaches a retaining pond for pre-treatment.  The outlet will again 
be a rock-lined ditch to the existing 18” concrete pipe culvert where it will exit the site.   

The second zone will move storm water northward along the driveway passed the first building group and 
community building.  Along both sides of the crowned drive will be rock-lined ditches moving any storm 
water outside of the first zone to area drains.  These drains will be connected by underground pipes.  The 
impervious sidewalks and parking at the north side of the property will all sheet flow into low-point drain 
inlets along curbing and gutter.  Piping from the area drains will be connected to piping from the low-point 



drain inlets. Similarly, the recreational area and impervious areas at the north-east part of the development will 
have area drains and drain inlets connected to the same piping system.  Outflow of this zone will occur east of 
the parking near the north side of the property.  Daylight will be into a rock-lined ditch for infiltration.  Again, 
pre-treatment will be at a retention pond within the forested area east of the development.  From there another 
rock-lined ditch will carry runoff to the existing 18” concrete pipe culvert exiting the site.   

Besides these two zones, the Ridge Road and Zion Street corner sidewalk shed remains unchanged.  The same 
is true of the Ridge Road sidewalk and the slope it intersects.  No changes occur at these locations, therefore; it 
is left out of the analysis.  Only the development area is analyzed.   

4. Hydrologic and Hydraulic Calculations 
4.1 Methodology 
Hydrology calculations for the project site are provided herein per the Nevada County Design Standards.  Pre- 
and Post-Development hydrology analyses include calculation of impervious surfaces for the purpose of 
determining impacts of the proposed development.  Peak flows were determined for 10- and 100-year storm 
events.  

The post-development rate and volume will be reduced to or below the pre-development rate and volume with 
infiltration, retention facilities and BMP’s identified herein.  Onsite retention facilities will reduce the post-
development flow by attenuating the peak flow.  Post-Mitigated (after retention) Flow calculation is based on 
Federal Highway Administration Hydraulic Design of Highway Culverts.  Hydraulic Design Series No. 5 
(HDS-5).  

4.2 Existing Conditions and Results 
The existing conditions of the site drainage are intact.  The only storm drain on the site, located at the east side 
of the property, is in good condition.  There are no signs of back flow or deficiencies in the size and location.  
Pre-development flow calculations (Plate 1) are based on 4.82 acres with sheet flow over 740 feet at an 
average slope of 5 percent.  With natural runoff and the site slope, permeability, vegetation, and surface type, 
10-year flow rates are 2.28 cubic feet per second.  100-year flow is 4.82 cubic feet per second.   

4.3 Proposed Conditions and Results 
The proposed drainage will be split into two zones as mentioned above.  The first zone, A-2, represents 1.04 
acres of the development.  Impervious surfaces will be from the building roofs, sidewalks, asphalt pavement 
and concrete flatwork.  This represents 0.72 acres, with the remaining area being landscaped or natural surface.  
Channel flow will occur in a concrete valley gutter in two locations.  The first area is located at the west 
parking area for a length of 128 feet at 1.0 percent.  The second area is located at the entrance to the site along 
the east side of the driveway for a length of 50 feet at 5.0 percent.  The rest of the parking will sheet flow to 
one of four drain inlets.  Underground piping will then convey drainage in high density polyethylene piping to 
daylight into a rock-lined drainage ditch.  The drainage ditch flows roughly 100 feet into a retention pond.  The 
retention pond is sized to retain 2200 cubic feet of storm water.  Outflow of the pond again flows into a rock-
lined ditch roughly 130 feet to the existing drainpipe.   

The second zone, A-3, represents 3.78 acres of the development.  Impervious surfaces will be from the 
building roofs, sidewalks, asphalt pavement and concrete flatwork.  This represents 0.84 acres, with the 
remaining area being landscaped or natural surface.  Channel flow will occur in a concrete valley gutters 
located at various locations between parking islands.  Each gutter is sloping at 1.0 percent for a combined 354 
feet.  The rest of the parking will sheet flow to one of four drain inlets.  Underground piping will then convey 
drainage in high density polyethylene piping to daylight into a rock-lined drainage ditch.  The drainage ditch 



flows roughly 160 feet into a retention pond.  The retention pond is sized to retain 1500 cubic feet of storm 
water.  Outflow of the pond again flows into a rock-lined ditch roughly 150 feet to the existing drainpipe.  

We have determined the difference between pre- and post-development flows, as required by county standards 
and the rational method.  We have designed all culverts, storm drain, and outlet structures in conformance with 
these guidelines.  A summary of the flows is included in Tables 3 and 4 of this report.  The 10-year and 100-
year events have been analyzed based on county rainfall intensity (D11, D12).  Analysis of pre- and post-
development hydrology indicates that downstream facilities will not be affected by the development.    

It has been determined peak post-development flows are higher than pre-development flows.  This is due to the 
large increase in impervious surfaces and is expected.  To mitigate the additional flow, retention facilities are 
sized to result in no net additional flow to the existing outflow from the property.  Retention facilities reduce 
the outflow compared to pre-development.  Primarily this is accomplished through infiltration trenches and 
retention ponds.  The retention facilities provide water quality treatment, recharge natural groundwater and 
attenuate peak flows thus reducing runoff volume and rate of discharge.  This post-mitigated flow is based on 
storage routing calculations provided in the summary of this report (Table 5).  

5. Water Quality Management 
Storm drainage from impervious areas (roads, walks, roofs) is collected and routed through water quality 
treatment facilities for removal of potential pollutants.  A description of each treatment facility being used for 
this project is provided below.  This consists of a Multiple Treatment System which includes the following 
Best Management Practices (BMP’s) in series prior to discharge of flow to existing drainage facilities.   

BMP # 

TC-10 Infiltration trenches will be installed at roof downspouts for both retention of storm water 
runoff and for capturing pollutants prior to entering the natural drainage course. Runoff is 
stored in the void space between the stones and infiltrates into surrounding soil. 

TC-11 Infiltration basins will be installed at the end of the biofiltration swales for stormwater runoff 
storage and exfiltration into the underlying soil. Pollutant removal occurs through the 
infiltration of runoff and the absorption of pollutants into the soil and vegetation. 

TC-30 Vegetated biofiltration swales will be provided at the discharge of the underground storm 
water piping.  The swale will trap particulate pollutants, promote infiltration, reduce flow 
velocity, and increase time of concentration of stormwater runoff.   

During construction, additional BMP’s including temporary erosion control facilities shall be implemented to 
control pollutants that have a potential to affect the quality of storm water discharges from the construction 
site.  Implementation of BMP's for Construction Activities will be in accordance with California State Water 
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) requirements.  
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